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Main Characters:

Dmitri -- Male, mid to late 20s.

Even if he had wanted to, Dmitri couldn’t have followed his brother into the Army. A bogl'loocl
bout of Polio has left him with “Polio feet.” Heis “unsuitable for militarg service”. His brother

Aleksei was the Pricle of the Familg after signing up and going off to Figl’]’c the Germans.

Never studious or ovcrlg ambitious in scl’mool, the on!g Path open to Dmitri was to follow in his
fathers Footsteps to work in the shoe Factorg. His father claimed he was Proucl of lﬁim, but his
fathers words of Proclaimec] Pricle never matched the sParl(lc in his eye when Aleksei marched in
wearing his uniform. And now that Aleksei has been killed in the war, Dmitri can’t helP but feel

that the wrong son was sparccl.

With the citg now blockaded and full of mos’clg women, old Pcoplc and clﬂildren, every Passerbg’s
glance at Dmitri screams in his head “W]’xy aren’t you out there Fighting for Mother Russia?”
More devastating than the lﬁungcr that gnaws at his emptg stomach is the guilt that eats away at

his soul.

But after Dmitri meets Marina and is enchanted b her, he realizes there is something he can do
Y o)

for ]’xer, for the country. He finds his own way to contribute to the war effort. And inthe

process, he regains his faith. But unlike everyone he knows, it is not his faith in Stalin rescuing

them that has been renewed. His renewed faith is in his fellow Leningraclers.

Marina -- I:emale, late 20s.

Marina is a member of the Russian lntc”igcntsia — the well-educated class of intellectuals who
immerse themselves in art, music, poetry, literature and Russian culture. Though not higl%born,
Marina has a natural rega[ bcautg and clegance to her nature. Before the war Marina and her
husband, also a member of the lnte”igentsia, regularlg met with friends and other members of the
lnte“igentsia in small informal groups. There theg ate, discussed their beliefs and tl'xeories)

clranl(, and arguec] goocl~naturecl|9 well into the night.
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Marina and her husband often brouglﬁt their young c]aughter Katya to the gatherings. Katyais
not ovcrlg interested in her Parent’s leanings) but she is welcomed bg the older artists, Poets,
writers, and musicians. Marina respects her clauglﬁtcr’s disinterest, after all sl’me’sjust ayoung

clﬁilcl, but nevertheless tries to subtlg instill a love of culture in her while she’s still imPressionablc.

After her husband goes off to the front and is killed, Marina does her best to raise Katya and
keep their lives as ‘normal’ as Possible. Even after the city is bcsiegecL and food is scarce and
the winter sets in, Marina tries to kcep the wceklg meetings going with her co”eagues‘ It doesn’t
take Marina long to realize that her skills are best used at the Radio House. With many
Cmplogces off at war, dead, or Phgsica“g incapablc of kecPing things afloat, Marina’s hc!P is

welcomed and she trulg feels sheis mal(inga ditference.

Marina still believes that Stalin will save Lcningracl and never loses her faith in him. She is filled
with hope, and until Comrade Stalin rescues them she feels that it is her clutg to keep the clging
Citg alive with the only thing Hitler hasn’t taken away from them: Their Poetrg‘ Their words.

Their art. Their music. She is a true romantic at heart and never gives up.

Katga -~ l:emale, 10 years old.

Katyais the ten-year old claugl'ltcr of Marina. Harsh wartime conditions have caused her to learn
more than a little girl should at her age. Marina and Dmitri are both alarmed bg Katya’s all too
casual acceptance of death and suﬁcering all around her. But this kid is smart and aclaptablc and
toug}m Infact, she is probablg more tough than her sensitive mother. Marina worries that a
child’s demeanor could become so hardened. But this clua[itg that steals her childhood is also

what will allow her to survive until adulthood.

Katga’s openness and friendliness at the Radio House is what makes Factor9~worl<er Dmitri feel
welcome and comfortable in this Place of high intellect and culture. She is the briclge that allows

Dmitri to connect with Marina.

Sasha -~ Male) mid to late 20s.

Sasha is Dmitri’s boghoocl friend, and total oPPosite of him. Sashais goomcg) carefree and he is
cnc“csslg hopemcul about any given situation. This Provokes more than a few gooanaturecl Fights
with the more serious Dmitri, from bogl’loocl riglﬂt onup until toclag.

Now a solclier, Sasha has learned how to walk that fine line of making sure Dmitri has what he

needs for survival but without making him feel like a helpless invalid. 1t's a balancing act that onlg

atrue, liFC[ong friend could accomplish with such ease and goocl humor.
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Like Marina, Sasha is still devoted to Stalin, believing he will save the city. But Sasha’s trust and
logaltg to Stalin is not blind, not comP!etc Dmitri sPies a tiny icon strappccl to the visor of the
truck Sasha drives across the Road of Life. "Your Stalin wouldn't approve of that.” Dmitri says.
Sasha dares to brieﬂg take one hand off the unsteaclg WI’ICCL kisses his Fingcrs and transfers the
kiss to the icon, touc]'ling it gentlg. "Even Stalin himself cannot take away my God."

Olga -~ Female, mid 30s.

Olga is Dmitri’s sister-in-law. She comes from a very resPectable and ]’xighlg~Placch Familg, and
Pcrhaps married a bit beneath her when she married Dmitri’s brother Aleksei. This is a fact that

SI’IC kceps c[ose at l’xand to I’lur[ Ficrccly at someone Wl’]Cl"l shc becomes Frus’cratccl.

Sheis tightlg wound and even in the best of circumstances easilg frustrated when she does not
get her way. But in the besicgccl cit}j where rank and social stanc{ing mean nothing in the bread
lines, Olga finds her world spinning out of control and starts to unravel with it. When outrig]’xt

rage does not get the desired results, she falls back on her false charm and Passive~aggressivc

emotional manipulations‘

Butas OFF~Putting as her methods may bc) her reasons are heartfelt. Sheis simplg a mother
trging to save her two little bogs as best she can and is i”~ccluippecl to mix amongst the lower

class citizens upon whom her survival now clepencls.

Shosta l(OViCh -~ Male) 35 years old.

One dag composer Shostakovich gives an impassioncd speech to the citizens of the Leningracl.
He tells them that he is writing his Seventh ngphong about the siege of Leningracl andis
Cleclica’cing it to the citizens. He is the ePitome of the idealism of the Russian lnte“igentsia:
"Leningracl is my native citg. Here is my home and my heart. Soviet musicians, my many and dear
co“eagues) my Friencls, remember that our art is threatened with great clanger. We will defend our

music. We will work with honest and self-sacrifice that no one may clcstrog it (real c]uotc.)
Marina watches from afar as he sPeak, with Katya at her side. "Just tl’liﬂ‘(, Katya, you can say

you met him. The musical genius of our time. You can tell your grandchilclren“‘ But Katya is more

concerned with Finding scraps of food to eat than meeting famous musicians.
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